
The WOTUS Rule and Impacts to your Permit



 All callers will remain on mute 
– Expand menu bar

 If you have questions or comments

– use the Question feature, or

– send email to WOTUS@azdeq.gov

 Hold your permit-based questions until 
called for

 Meeting will be recorded 

WEB CONFERENCE



WELCOME

Randall Matas, ADEQ Water Quality Division Deputy Director



 Provide permittees with 
information to make 
decisions about permit 
coverage under revised 
definition of WOTUS

 Communicate plan to 
keep you informed of 
what we know, when we 
know it

MEETING PURPOSE



WHAT WE KNOW RIGHT NOW ABOUT RULE

 The final Navigable 
Waters Protection Rule 
has  not yet  been 
published 
 Rule becomes effective 

60 days from publication 
on the Federal Register



NAVIGABLE WATERS PROTECTION RULE

Effective: 60 days 
after publication

Analysis of Typical Year



OVERVIEW
Justin Bern- ADEQ Surface Water Quality Protection 

Value Stream Manager   



ONCE EFFECTIVE, WHAT WILL ADEQ DO?

ADEQ will not unilaterally 
terminate permits due to 
changes in the WOTUS 
definition 



ONCE EFFECTIVE, WHAT WILL ADEQ DO?

 ADEQ will continue to enforce its 
CWA authorities by:
– Issuing permits, enforcing permit 

conditions and inspecting facilities
– Responding to complaints
– Collecting fees for permit coverage 



ONCE EFFECTIVE, WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?

 Continue to comply with the terms 
and conditions of your permit, 
including monitoring, reporting, 
recordkeeping, etc.

 Keep up to date with ADEQ 
communications

 Be aware of the potential legal risks 
before submitting a request to 
terminate your permit



HOW HAS ADEQ BEEN PREPARING?

 Developing plans to 
determine: 
– Traditional Navigable 

Waters 
– Typical Year Analysis

 Revising flow regime map
 Creating a communications 

plan to update permittees



COMMUNICATIONS PLAN

ADEQ will communicate with you 
when: 

 The rule is published and an effective 
date is established

 A legal stay of the Navigable Waters 
Protection Rule would impact Arizona

 New stakeholder meetings are 
scheduled

 Process for determining Typical Year 
and Traditional Navigable Waters 

 Additional information is available



CLEAN WATER ACT PERMITS

 Individual Arizona Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (AZPDES) Permit
 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
 Construction Storm Water General Permit 

(CGP) 
 Multisector General Permit, for Mining or 

Other Industrial Activity (MSGP) 
 Pesticide General Permit (PGP) 
 De Minimis General Permit (DMGP) 
 Biosolids & Pretreatment 



CLEAN WATER ACT PERMITS

 Individual Arizona Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (AZPDES) Permit

QUESTIONS



CLEAN WATER ACT PERMITS

 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)

QUESTIONS



CLEAN WATER ACT PERMITS

 Construction Storm Water General Permit 
(CGP) 

QUESTIONS



CLEAN WATER ACT PERMITS

 Multisector General Permit, for Mining or 
Other Industrial Activity (MSGP) 

QUESTIONS



CLEAN WATER ACT PERMITS

 Pesticide General Permit (PGP) 

QUESTIONS



CLEAN WATER ACT PERMITS

 De Minimis General Permit (DMGP) 

QUESTIONS



CLEAN WATER ACT PERMITS

 Biosolids
 Pretreatment 

QUESTIONS



ONCE EFFECTIVE, WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?

 Continue to comply with the terms 
and conditions of your permit, 
including monitoring, reporting, 
recordkeeping, etc.

 Keep up to date with ADEQ 
communications

 Be aware of the potential legal risks 
before submitting a request to 
terminate your permit



MORE INFORMATION

 Email:
– WOTUS@azdeq.gov

 Subscribe:
– WOTUS

 ADEQ Waters of 
the United States 
page: 
– azdeq.gov/wotus



 Email: 
watersofarizona@azdeq.gov

 ADEQ Waters of Arizona 
Website:  
https://azdeq.gov/woaz

Urban Lake

Photo courtesy of Arizona Parks

Photo courtesy of AZGFD

Intermittent Stream     Jacks Canyon

ARIZONA SURFACE WATER QUALITY PROGRAM



Thank you!
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