
• Never dump anything down storm drains.

• Use fertilizers and pesticides sparingly, especially before a rainstorm.

• Pick up after your pets.

• Build a rain garden and plant native low-maintenance plants and 
grasses.

• Check your car for fluid leaks and recycle your motor oil.

• Don’t litter! Pick up trash you see on the ground even if it isn’t yours.

• Wash your car over your lawn or gravel or take it to a local car wash 
where they treat the soapy water.

• Maintain septic systems to prevent leaks.

You can protect Arizona waters by following these guidelines:
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1. Stormwater 
Runoff
Untreated stormwater 
runoff carries 
pollutants, such as 
pet waste, motor oil, 
fertilizers, detergents, 
and trash, down our 
storm drains.

2. Storm Drain
The pollutants in the 
runoff can harm or 
kill fish, birds, and 
other local wildlife 
and degrade our 
waterways.

3. Recreation
Major rain events can 
transport dangerous 
amounts of bacteria in 
stormwater runoff from 
our streets straight 
to our rivers and 
lakes where we enjoy 
swimming and fishing.

For More 
Information:
azdeq.gov/SWP
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