
Identify levels where

contaminant possesses a

public health risk and

adjust AWQS to protect

public health

Base the AWQS on

credible medical and

toxicological evidence

that has been subjected

to peer review

Were the assumptions about

public health risk reductions used

by the EPA in developing

MCLs determined appropriate 

for establishing drinking

water AWQS?

Consider a goal for

AWQS following the

guidelines EPA uses

to establish an MCLG.

Use studies from the

public health risk

reduction assumptions in

the appropriateness

branch.

*END*

Move onto technology and

sampling & analytical

methodology evaluation

Determine if the contaminant poses a risk to

the public health and is: a) microbial; b)

chemical, a carcinogen, and there is no dose

below which the contaminant is considered

safe; c) chemical, a carcinogen and a safe

dose can be determined; or d) a non-

carcinogen chemical that can cause adverse

health effects

If a or b, the goal

should be set to zero

If c, the goal should

be set at the safe

dose

If d, calculate the

reference dose

following EPA

methods

*START*

From A.R.S. 49-223 A

& B Standard Work

Alternative AWQS

Criteria Wing:

Public Health Risk

4

Yes

No


