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Agenda
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▪ Aquifer Water Quality Standards 
(AWQS) Project Background

▪ AWQS Draft Rule
▪ AWQS Draft Implementation Plan
▪ Baseline Monitoring Implementation 

Timeline
▪ New PFAS MCL
▪ AWQS Critical Path Timeline
▪ Online Resources
▪ Respond to Questions



Aquifer Water Quality Standards
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▪ What are AWQSs?
– maximum contaminant levels, 

established for aquifers in the 
state of Arizona for the 
protection of drinking water 
usage and public health.

▪ How are AWQSs used?
– Aquifer Protection Program
– Remediation Programs

• WQARF
• VRP

– Underground Storage Tanks



Why is ADEQ Doing This Now?
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▪ Protect Public Health
– All AZ aquifers protected for drinking 

water use

– Groundwater used as a drinking water 

source by municipalities and private 

well owners

▪ Legal 
Requirement

– A.R.S. § 49-223(A)



What Standards Need to be Updated?

Pollutant AWQS MCL
Arsenic 0.05 mg/L 0.01 mg/L

Bromate None 0.01 mg/L
Chlorite None 1 mg/L

Haloacetic Acids None 0.06 mg/L

Microbiological 
Contaminants

A.A.C.
R18-11- 406(F) 40 CFR 141.63(C)

Total 
Trihalomethanes

0.1 mg/L 0.08 mg/L

Uranium None 30 µg/L



AWQS Draft Rule
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Implementation Timeline
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New PFAS MCL

▪ On April 10th, 2024, EPA Finalized New Standards for six PFAS

▪ A.R.S. § 49-223(A)
– Open Rulemaking Docket w/n 1 Year - 4/10/25
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PFAS Polling Questions 

PollEv.com​/adeqpoll328
-OR-
Send adeqpoll328 to 22333
-OR-

Use QR Code in the upper right hand 
corner 
▪ When using the Website or QR Code 

option, you will be prompted to the 
next question

▪ All questions are anonymous, no 
names will be tracked
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https://pollev.com/adeqpoll328
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AWQS Rulemaking Critical Path



AWQS Rulemaking Online Resources

▪ Rulemaking Webpage
– https://www.azdeq.gov/awqs-update-active-rulemaking

▪ Rulemaking Fact Sheet
– https://static.azdeq.gov/wqd/rulemaking/awqs/fs.pdf

▪ Rulemaking Resources
– https://old.azdeq.gov/node/9545

▪ Rulemaking Notice of Docket Opening
– 29 A.A.R. 1478
– https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/register/2023/26/contents.pdf#page=56



Next Steps

▪ This presentation will be posted on the ADEQ webpage at:
https://www.azdeq.gov/rulemaking/awqs-
update/resources

Draft Rule and Draft Implementation Plan final review 
date: May 20, 2024

▪ Please send your comments to: awqs@azdeq.gov

▪ https://www.azdeq.gov/awqs-update-active-rulemaking

Aquifer Water Quality Email: awqs@azdeq.gov
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https://www.azdeq.gov/rulemaking/awqs-update/resources
mailto:awqs@azdeq.gov
https://www.azdeq.gov/awqs-update-active-rulemaking
mailto:awqs@azdeq.gov


Contacts:
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● Randall Matas, WQD Deputy Director 
matas.randall@azdeq.gov
(602) 615-2306

● Rhona Mallea, AWQS Project Manager 
mallea.rhona@azdeq.gov
(602) 771-4492

● Jon Rezabek, AWQS Rule Writer 
rezabek.jon@azdeq.gov
(602) 771-8219

mailto:matas.randall@azdeq.gov
mailto:mallea.rhona@azdeq.gov
mailto:rezabek.jon@azdeq.gov
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Respond to Questions

Questions?
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