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Ozone, a threat to our health and
economy

• 8th in nation for most

people at risk for ozonepolluted cities | American
Lung Association (2018)

• 45th in nation for urban
air quality | 2019 McKinsey
Report and U.S News and
World Report

• More than 50% of the

pollutants that create ground level
ozone in the Phoenix area originate
from vehicles driving on our roads

• Less than 8% is contributed by
industry

The vast majority of the regulatory
tools are directed towards job creating
businesses and NOT towards vehicles.
Additional regulatory controls potentially place a $250 million or more
annual economic burden on businesses
if ozone attainment is not achieved by
2024, which will NOT solve our problem.

What is ADEQ doing to help solve the
problem?
ADEQ is working with stakeholders to
develop a comprehensive mitigation
strategy. This Air Quality Omnibus bill is
one element of that strategy.

Vehicle Emissions Research Authority
ADEQ proposes to amend the air
quality statute to allow more expansive
research on all pollutants associated
with newer motor vehicle fuel blends.
The existing statute isn’t sufficiently
broad to address all currently known
pollutants.
Impacted Statutes: ARS §49-553

Voluntary Vehicle Repair and Retrofit
Program
The Voluntary Vehicle Repair and
Retrofit Program, which ADEQ refers to
as the Voluntary Vehicle Repair Program
(VVRP), is designed to help offset repair
costs for vehicles that have failed a
vehicle emissions inspection. Since
2018, the VVRP has:
•
Funded repairs for 2,782 vehicles
•
Reduced an estimated 560 tons of
emissions annually
•
Saved vehicle owners more than
$1.3 million in repair costs

ADEQ proposes to enhance the VVRP
to incentivize increased participation
and to make changes to clarify program
implementation authority. These
enhancements will allow more vehicle
owners to obtain financial assistance
to repair vehicles that have failed an
emissions. Proposed amendments
include:
•
Raising the cap on repairs for
gasoline powered vehicles from
$700 to $1000
•
Reducing the customer co-pay from
$150 to $100
•
Allowing all vehicles, regardless of
age, to participate
•
Eliminating the mandatory prerepair vehicle emissions inspection
test
•
Expanding eligibility to include
vehicles registered in all
nonattainment areas that require
a vehicle emissions inspection
program
•
Removing Maricopa County and
Pima County from oversight role
•
Repealing the requirement for a
VVRP advisory committee
Impacted Statutes: ARS §49-474.03

CAA Regulation Escalates Over Time

(See next page)
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Vehicle Emissions Inspection Program
Testing Requirements
HB2226 and HB2131 established
enhancements to the Vehicle Emissions
Inspection (VEI) program and extended
until July 1, 2020, the time available
for ADEQ to obtain U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) approval of the
statutory changes. ADEQ must obtain
EPA approval in order for the bill to
become effective. However, ADEQ has
not yet received approval from EPA and
must extend the conditional enactment
date. Without this change, ADEQ would
lose its authority to enact the program
enhancements approved in 2017.
Benefits of establishing these
enhancements include:
•

•
•

•

VEI exemptions for active military
personnel on assignment outside
Arizona
Expanded on-board diagnostic
(OBD) testing
Options for dealerships to test
diesel vehicles onsite, rather than
transporting to a testing station
Exemptions for cranes and
oversized vehicles

ADEQ proposes extending the deadline
to July 1, 2022.
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ADEQ will take reasonable measures to provide access to department services to individuals with limited ability to speak, write or understand English and/or to those with disabilities.
Requests for language interpretation, ASL interpretation, CART captioning services or disability accommodations must be made at least 48 hours in advance by contacting Ian Bingham, Title VI
Nondiscrimination Coordinator at 602-771-4322 or Bingham.Ian@azdeq.gov. Teleprinter services are available by calling 7-1-1 at least 48 hours in advance to make necessary arrangements.
ADEQ tomará las medidas razonables para proveer acceso a los servicios del departamento a personas con capacidad limitada para hablar, escribir o entender inglés y/o para personas con
discapacidades. Las solicitudes de servicios de interpretación de idiomas, interpretación ASL, subtitulados de CART, o adaptaciones por discapacidad deben realizarse con al menos 48 horas
de anticipación contactando a Ian Bingham, Coordinador de Anti-Discriminación del Título VI al 602-771-4322 o Bingham.Ian@azdeq.gov. Los servicios de teleimpresores están disponibles
llamando al 7-1-1 con al menos 48 horas de anticipación para hacer los arreglos necesarios.

