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What is the Industrial 
Stormwater Program?

The industrial stormwater program is 
part of the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) under the 
Clean Water Act (CWA) and is intended 
to preserve, protect, and restore surface 
water quality. ADEQ was delegated re-
sponsibility for the implementation, com-
pliance, and enforcement of the NPDES 
permitting program in Arizona, except 
Indian Lands, on December 5, 2002 from 
U.S. EPA. 

Stormwater runoff is a leading source 
of water quality impairment in Arizona
and nationwide. Stormwater leaving
industrial sites is often conveyed by 
storm sewer systems directly to rivers and
streams without any treatment, which 
can degrade water quality, habitat and 
limit recreational uses. Activities such as 
material handling and storage, equipment 
maintenance and cleaning, industrial pro-
cessing and other operations that occur
at industrial facilities are often exposed to
stormwater. The runoff from these activi-
ties can result in the discharge pollutants
going directly into nearby water bodies or 
indirectly through storm sewer systems. 
Industrial runoff is also known to cre-
ate physical hazards that pose drainage
problems because the runoff carries pol-
lutants from driveways, parking lots, open
containers and soiled equipment. 

In the early 1990s, the U.S. EPA, in an effort 
to reduce the level of pollutants in storm-
water impacted by industrial activities, 
evaluated and categorized these activities 
by sectors and used Standard Industrial 
Classification (SIC) codes to further iden-
tify those which should be regulated. U.S.
EPA developed sector-specific require-
ments for facilities using control mea-
sures, inspections and monitoring. 
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Table 1 – A complete list of SIC codes subject to permitting is provided in Appendix C of the MSGP.

Regulated Sector - Industrial Activities

Sector A – Timber Products Sector P – Land Transportation and 
Warehousing

Sector B – Paper and Allied Products Sector Q – Water Transportation Facilities

Sector C – Chemical and Allied Products 
Manufacturing, and Refining

Sector R – Ship and Boat Building and 
Repair Yards

Sector D –  Asphalt Paving and Roofing 
Materials and Lubricant Manufacturing Sector S –  Air Transportation

Sector E – Glass, Clay, Cement, Concrete, 
and Gypsum Products Sector T – Treatment Works

Sector F – Primary Metals Sector U – Food and Kindred Products

Sector G – Metal Mining (Ore Mining and 
Dressing) Facilities

Sector V – Textile Mills, Apparel, and 
Other Fabric Products

Sector H – Coal Mines and Related 
Facilities (reserved) Sector W – Furniture and Fixtures

Sector I – Oil and Gas Extraction 
(reserved) Sector X – Printing and Publishing

Sector J –  Non-Metallic Mineral Mining 
and Dressing

Sector Y –  Rubber, Miscellaneous 
Plastic Products, and Miscellaneous 
Manufacturing Industries

Sector K – Hazardous Waste Treatment, 
Storage, or Disposal Facilities Sector Z –  Leather Tanning and Finishing

Sector L – Landfills, Land Application 
Sites, and Open Dumps Sector AA – Fabricated Metal Products

Sector M – Automobile Salvage Yards
Sector AB – Transportation Equipment, 
Industrial or Commercial Machinery 
Facilities

Sector N – Scrap Recycling and Waste 
Recycling Facilities

Sector AC – Electronic and Electrical 
Equipment and Components, 
Photographic and Optical Goods

Sector O – Steam Electric Generating 
Facilities

Sector AD – Stormwater Discharges 
Designated by the Director as Requiring 
Permits

http://static.azdeq.gov/wqd/stormwater/msgp_sectors.pdf



